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CELA 10 PARTICIPANTS

ABDULLO KURBANOV
Deputy Board Chairman – OJSC Orienbank
TAJIKISTAN
a.kurbanov@yahoo.co.uk
a.kurbanov@orienbank.com

Abdullo currently serves as Deputy Chairman of the Board of the OJSC Orienbank,
one of the largest commercial banks in Tajikistan. He is also the Chairman and Cofounder of Peshraft Charity Fund, which was established to contribute to the growth
of Tajikistan through investments in education, career guidance and support of
talented children.
Before joining Orienbank in July 2012, Abdullo was Vice-President of Mining
Investments at Origo Partners PLC, a London listed private equity company with
investments primarily in Mongolia and China. He was based in Ulaanbaatar and was
in charge of Mongolia investments, managing the portfolio of existing assets (copper,
coal, moly projects) and originating new deals. Previously, Abdullo worked for UBS
Investment Bank Metals & Mining team and was based in London. He advised EMEA
clients, including Anglo American and AngloGold Ashanti. He also worked for Oliver
Wyman (Financial Consulting) out of London and Moscow, where he advised clients
on risk management, in particular modeling credit risk.
Abdullo earned an MSc in Finance from the London School of Economics, London, UK
in 2009 and his BSc in Management from Bogazici University, Istanbul, Turkey in
2008.
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AJMAL AYAN
Board member, Human Resources and
Administration- ATRA
AFGHANISTAN
ayan_ajmal@yahoo.com

In June 2012, Ajmal was appointed as a Board Member of Afghanistan
Telecommunication Regulatory Authority (ATRA). In additional to his broader role
he has specific responsibility for telecom standards issues and overall human
resource and administrative issues. This position is part of a 10 year career in the
Ministry of Communications and IT, rising from an Aide in the Minister’s office, to
Head of R&D to Director General for Planning and Policy before his appointment to
ATRA. Prior to working in the Ministry, Ajmal worked for 8 years as Managing
Director of the Kabul English Language Academy and for a national NGO, the Sanayee
Institute of Education and Learning, as a trainer.
Ajmal completed his primary and secondary studies in Kabul and Peshawar,
Pakistan. He earned his Bachelor of Arts in International Studies from Washington
University of USA. He is currently doing his Master’s in Business Administration in
Leadership and Sustainability remotely with the University of Cambria, UK. Ajmal is
an active member of Afghan Professional Council, an unofficial entity working to
identify Afghan young professionals and provide them with both capacity building
and employment opportunities inside and outside the government. He is also a
member of AYFUn, a group of young and committed Afghans, who work to eradicate
prejudice and promote peace building in the country especially among the youth by
conducting awareness workshops, networking and advocating peace and stability in
the country.
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ALISHER KHAMIDOV
Head of Corporate Sales – Ucell, TeliaSonera JV
UZBEKISTAN
akhamidov@gmail.com

Alisher is the head of Corporate Sales at Ucell-TeliaSonera JV in Uzbekistan. Earlier
he held the position of General Manager, MENASA Region for Ginbornas JSC,
Marijampolės pieno konservai, Lithuania. He also started Bureau Veritas, Uzbekistan
as Country Commercial Manager. Earlier in his career, Alisher worked with Air
Arabia as Regional Sales Manager and with British Airways as Sales and Marketing
Manager for Uzbekistan.
Alisher received a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science at Ankara University in
Turkey and an MBA in Financial Management from Tashkent State Technical
University. He is a qualified Quality Management Systems (QMS) Auditor having
completed the Lead Auditor courses. He is also a member of Young Entrepreneurs
Council at The Union of Chambers and Commodity Exchanges of Turkey (TOBB).

AYNA SEYITLIEVA
Development Communication Specialist
TURKMENISTAN
aseyitlieva@unicef.org
aseyitlieva@yahoo.com

Ms. Seyitlieva is a development communication specialist with 13 years of
experience in program management within the United Nations system in
Turkmenistan. For the last 6 years she has been working as Communication for
Development Officer at the United Nations Children's Fund, coordinating
communication for vital children’s welfare programs across health, education and
child protection sectors through partnership with national institutions, media,
academia and the private sector.
Prior to her work with UNICEF, Ayna was responsible for the advocacy and
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communication component at the United Nations Population Fund, which she joined
in 2001. Her professional focus was mainly on the areas of reproductive health and
rights, as well as population development strategies.
Ayna is a UK Chevening Scholarship Program Alumnus, holding a Master of Science
in Media and Communication from the London School of Economics and Political
Science, UK (2006-2007). She graduated from the Turkmen State University in
Ashgabat with the Diploma in World Economy and International Relations. Ayna has
participated in numerous training sessions related to her areas of expertise, which
include Communication for Behavior and Social Change, Community Education,
Health Promotion, Participatory Communication and Media. In 2012 she completed a
learning course in Communication for Development organized by UNICEF and Ohio
University, US.
Ayna is fluent in Turkmen, Russian and English, has some understanding of the
Turkish language and basic French. She enjoys reading, traveling, photography and
writing for children’s media.

AZAMAT DIKAMBAEV
Financial Director, Gazprom Neft –
Kazakhstan
KYRGYZSTAN
adikambaev@yahoo.com

Azamat is the Financial Director for Gasprom Neft – Kazakhstan. Previously he
worked in the state government with positions in the financial-economic sphere. His
main areas of specialization are system analysis, economics and finance and crisis
management. Azamat graduated from the National University, Faculty of
Mathematics and the Graduate Institute for Policy Studies with honors. Azamat
enjoys tennis and martial arts.
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AZIZBEK BAKIYEV
Customer Value Management Head/Astana
Branch Manager – HSBC Bank
KAZAKHSTAN
azizbek@yahoo.com

Azizbek is the Customer Value Management Head and Astana Branch Manager at the
HSBC Bank, leading a team of 50 people, managing a large portfolio of retail and
corporate clients, representing the bank in the capital of Kazakhstan and liaising
with state representatives and key stakeholders. As head of the Customer Value
Management business unit, he is responsible for determining target markets,
product and marketing mix, driving business acquisition and target delivery. He also
worked at the Royal Bank of Scotland (RBS Kazakhstan), managing the retail unit for
Astana; as senior relationship manager at ABN AMRO; as a small business
development manager at Pragma Corp, a consulting agency and as a project and
marketing manager at KAZEXIM group, an agro-industrial company. Azizbek also
participated in a summer internship program at the Center for Strategic and
International Studies, Russia & Eurasia Program.
Azizbek earned a BA (Major in Business Administration, Minor in International
Relations) at the American University in Bulgaria (AUBG) and an MA in Transitional
Economics at the Central European University in Budapest. He also participated in a
month-long business executive course at Judge Business School, Cambridge
University (on a scholarship from Manoukian foundation).
Azizbek enjoys reading, but not from hardcover books. He is currently reading
classics on his smartphone. He also enjoys meeting and communicating with
interesting people.
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BAKHTIYAR ASLANBAYLI
Regional Tax and Customs Manager, BP
AZERBAIJAN
aslanbayli@yahoo.com

Bakhitiyar is the Regional Tax and Customs Manager for BP in Azerbaijan, Georgia
and Turkey. With the support of 19 tax professionals in 3 countries, his division
handles tax and customs affairs of all giant projects operated by BP in the region,
including recently the Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan pipeline project. During this assignment,
he led tax affairs of the project at each stage – starting from acquisition of land slots
for pipeline routes to the launching of the first oil tanker from Ceyhan with crude oil
transported from the Caspian. Bakhtiyar has also held the position of Tax
Compliance and Reporting Team Leader with BP-Azerbaijan with responsibility for
all internal and external tax reporting and compliance matters. Previously he worked
as a tax consultant for PriceWaterhouseCoopers with an extensive client portfolio.
Along with his professional career, Bakhtiyar is actively engaged in academic
activities as Lecturer of the Baku State University and is a frequent speaker at
international conferences. His main areas of specialization are security, political and
fiscal aspects of energy projects in the region. He has delivered lectures on these
subjects in Azerbaijan, Georgia, Turkey, Kazakhstan, Latvia, Germany, Bulgaria and
Belgium. In 2001 Bakhtiyar was the winner of the Scientific Competition in Oil and
Gas Research conducted by the Ministry of Education and National Academy of
Sciences of Azerbaijan. In 2009 he was honored with a special Emanuel Nobel
Memorial Medal by the Baku Nobel Heritage Fund for implementation of World
Energy Politics discipline at Baku State University and research on contemporary
energy politics. Bakhtiyar is author of 1 monograph, 4 syllabuses and more than 30
scientific and analytical articles about different subjects of international law and
international relations.
Bakhtiyar holds a BA and MA in International Relations from the Baku State
University. Currently he is working on a PhD thesis on the international legal aspects
of avoidance of double taxation at the Azerbaijan National Academy of Sciences.
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BERIK BITABAROV
Director, Shymkentcement,
Italcementi Group
KAZAKHSTAN
bbitaborov@gmail.com
b.bitaborov@shymkentcement.kz
Berik is a Commercial Director for Shymknetcement JSC, Italcementi Group and an
Executive Board member of BetonAta, a Ready Mix cement plant in Almaty.
Shymkentcement is one of the biggest cement producers in Kazakhstan. The
company belongs to Italcementi Group that operates in more than 20 countries and
is considered to be one of the five largest cement companies in the world. Earlier
Berik worked as HR Director, also responsible for facility administration and
security departments and as a Company spokesman on HR issues. Berik also has
been employed by Schlumberger (SLB) as Senior Personnel Advisor, Elite Central
Asia Recruitment Company and in the personnel departments of other firms.
Berik earned a Bachelor’s Degree from Almaty State University with a major in
International Relations. He graduated with honors. During his time at the University
he was selected for participation in two student conferences in Almaty and Budapest
(Soviet Union collapse: Looking back and moving forward), discussing the political
and economic reforms and challenges in post-soviet countries. He also participated
in the Thunderbird International Human Resources Certificate Program in Moscow,
Russia.
Berik values his time with his family, which creates balance in his life. He enjoys
playing golf and is a member of the South Kazakhstan Golf federation. He also enjoys
meeting and sharing information with new and interesting people.

DASTANBUI MAMADSAIDOV
Director of Sales and Marketing – Pamir Energy
TAJIKISTAN
dastanbui.mamadsaidov@pamirenergy.com
dastanbui.mamadsaidov@gmail.com
For the past two years, Dastanbui has been Director of Sales and Marketing for Pamir
Energy, managing 90 employees. Pamir Energy, which he joined in 2008, is the first
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public-private partnership project in Central Asia and is headquartered in Khorog.
His career path prior to coming to Pamir included four years with the University of
Central Asia, first as marketing assistant and then as deputy director for the School
of Professional Education and Training. Dastanbui began his working life while an
undergraduate student as a sales assistant for Kodak. He then became the
administrative assistant for the newly opened English lab on campus and held that
job until graduation.
Dastanbui graduated from Khujand State University in 2001, with a degree in English
Language. The next year he was awarded a scholarship to the Khorog English
Program, a project of the Institute of Ismaili Studies based in London. It was a year of
intensive English study in which he earned a certificate in English language and
computer literacy.
That same year, 2002, he began classes towards a degree in Economics at Khorog
State University, which he completed in 2008. His major focus was finance and
credit. During the time of study in Khorog State, he took a break to pursue his
master’s degree at the OSCE Academy in Bishkek. He finished in 2007, with an MA in
Political Science. Dastanbui then returned to his home in Khorog to finish his degree
at Khorog State. Dastanbui enjoys sports and pictures.

DINARA JOLDASPAYEVA
Senior analyst, International Relations
Department, Samruk-Kazyna Invest LLP
KAZAKHSTAN
jdinaras@yahoo.com

Dinara Joldaspayeva is a senior analyst of International Relations Department at
Samruk-Kazyna Invest LLP, an investment consulting subsidiary of the “Sovereign
Wealth Fund “Samruk-Kazyna” JSC. Prior to joining “Samruk-Kazyna Invest LLP”, she
worked in the Regional Financial Centre of Almaty City as a deputy director of
investor relations department and PR-director. Earlier Dinara served as a Head of
PR-director in the “Centre for International Programme” JSC under the Ministry of
education and Science, a specialist of the Youth Affair Committee with E.A. Buketov
Karaganda State University and as a regional coordinator of “Debate” program.
She has also worked in journalism as a TV reporter at “Kazakhstan-Karaganda” and
“ART” channels and a chief editor of republican and regional magazines, newspapers
and news agency. Dinara has published a series of education related articles in
Kazakhstan’s media and organized a number of educational events including forums
and seminars for journalists about the workings of Kazakhstan’s stock market. She
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has also been actively involved in the implementation of numerous startup projects,
including businesses at www.moomkin.com and www.unimaster.kz.
Dinara holds a Bachelor’s degree in journalism from L.N. Gumilyov Eurasian National
University and a Master’s degree in Dublin Institute of Technology under “Bolashak”
International Scholarship. She was nominated as the best student in 2006 and the
best debater in the Republic of Kazakhstan and in the CIS. She has also successfully
passed training courses in the Ernst & Young Academy (MiniMBA) in Ukraine and
the Russian School of management (PR-director) in the Russian Federation.

EMIN VALIYEV
Partner/GM at Uptime Marketing Agency
AZERBAIJAN
e.valiyev@uptime-adv.kz

Emin Valiyev is a founder and GM of Uptime Marketing agency, which has operated
in the Caucasus and Central Asia for 3 years with head offices in Baku and Almaty.
Uptime works with local and international companies, such as JTI, EFES Kazakhstan,
AtaHolding and KCELL. Uptime Marketing Agency specializes in providing exclusive
marketing services to companies with local production. Before launching Uptime, he
worked for Danone Kazakhstan and Colgate-Palmolive in marketing management.
Emin has a Bachelor’s degree at Azerbaijan State Ecomonic University. Emin loves to
travel and is always looking for innovations and new products. Recently he has been
studying 3D printing. Emin also likes reading biographies of successful people and
playing chess and ping-pong.
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GAYGYSYZ CHARYEV
Entrepreneur
TURKMENISTAN
guygysyz@yahoo.com

Gaygysyz has been an entrepreneur since 2010, owning a business in Mary which
supplies computer hardware and oil field electronics. From 2007-2009, he worked
in Dubai, UAE as a Manager of Mehr Group. Prior to his involvement in business,
Gaygysyz worked for the State Tourist Company as a Developer of National Tourist
sites. Ancient Merv, one of the oldest historical sites in the world, is located close to
his home city of Mary and is included on the UNESCO list of World Heritage Sites.
In 2004, he was an Administrator of IREX`s Internet Access and Training Site, which
was the first site of its kind in southeast Turkmenistan. Prior to that, Gaygysyz taught
computer science and English classes. During this time, he was involved in a
partnership between rural doctors and international organizations to establish the
first grass roots organization, KORPE (which means baby), to provide healthcare
education to the people in his region.
Gaygysyz's education has followed dual pathways. He received a Diploma of
Distinction from National Institute of World Languages of Turkmenistan. After
graduation, his fist position was in research at the National Institute of Manuscripts,
translating ancient works into modern Turkmen. Through the influences of people
and experiences during the two years of this work, he decided to pursue a Western
education. In 2000, Gaygysyz was a finalist for US Government sponsored Regional
Scholar Exchange Program, which led him to Iowa State University and then a
semester at Harvard University. He also participated at the World Convention of
Association of Study Nationalities at Columbia University, New York in 2006.
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HEMRA HUDAYGULIEV
CEO – Polat Gurlushyk – Construction Projects
TURKMENISTAN
hemra@polatconstruction.com

Hemra is a co-founder of Polat Gurlushyk Economic Society, one of the leading
private companies in construction and energy in Turkmenistan. Hemra co-founded
Polat Gurlushyk in 2009 when the President of Turkmenistan, Gurbanguli
Berdimuhammedow, started to encourage local enterprises to take part in
construction projects. As the initial accounting manager, Hemra initiated the
Society’s budgeting & financial planning processes. When his company entered the
energy sector as an EPC contractor, Hemra became the CEO for construction
projects. Hemra has endeavored to bring the latest construction techniquies and
materials to the Turkmen market.
Before establishing his own business he worked as an accountant in different
companies, chiefly in the education field. He was able to reorganize procedures and
structures in more efficient way.
In 2008, Hemra enhanced his accounting education by successfully completing the
CAP/CIPA Certification program of the Eurasian Council of Certified Accountants and
Auditors (ECCAA). Later he became a CAP mentor and recommended improvements
to the education methodology of the program.
Hemra received a bachelor’s degree in World Economics from the Turkmen Institute
of the National Economy. Aside from managing his business, Hemra is also interested
in education and success coaching. As soon as Hemra’s company achieves
sustainability, he is planning to enter these fields on a commercial and/or
humanitarian basis. Hemra also enjoys spending time with his family.
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INDIRA UZBEKOVA
Finance Director
KYRGYZSTAN
iuzbekova@gmail.com
iuzbekova@coalition.kg

Indira is the Finance Director at a local NGO, a part-time instructor at American
University in Central Asia on investments and corporate finance and involved in
financial consulting. She is also working on an investment start-up.
Indira previously worked in corporate finance, banking and investments. Amongst
her many activities, she is a member of the Public Observation Team of the Ministry
of Finance of the Kyrgyz Republic, IDEA (International Debate Association), SIFE
(Students in Free Enterprise), the Socio-Political Team “Massterskaya Slova”.
Indira is also an active and passionate skier and hiker.

IVANO (VANO) NADIRADZE
Head of PMO at TBC Bank, Trainer and
Partner at Management Academy
GEORGIA
vano@nadiradze.biz

Vano is Head of the PMO (Project Management Office) at the TBC Bank and is
founding Partner and trainer at The Management Academy (www.macademy.ge). He
teaches Project Management and IT management courses at the Academy. In the
past, he has had experience working as a programmer, system analyst, computer
science and math teacher and project manager.
Vano studied at Tbilisi State University, Faculty of Applied Mathematics and
Computer Science, where he received BA and MA degrees. Vano enjoys his family,
football, traveling, music and reading.
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JYLDYZ KARATALOVA
Co-Founder and CEO, LLC “Greencity
Management”
KYRGYZTAN
office@greencity.kg

Jyldyz is Co-Founder of "Greencity Management", an eco-tourism projects firm,
including the design, construction and operation of an eco-hotel in the center of the
capital city of Bishkek as well as a resort outside the city. Greencity also plans to
expand geographically and to other high value markets. She also owns and operates
a local beauty salon. Earlier Jyldyz was Deputy CEO of Megacom (a company which
held 41% of market share at its peak), with responsibilities in marketing, strategic
development, diversification and product development.
Jyldyz earned a Bachelor and Master of Economics at Kyrgyz National State
University. She also has completed a number of business education programs at
Harvard Business School, Kaplan International and Ernst &Young and is currently
enrolled in the Executive Program for Growing Companies at Stanford Graduate
School of Business. Jyldyz enjoys spending time with her family, skiing, tennis,
cycling and growing orchids

KAMAL SAFI
Member of Afghan National Assembly
AFGHANISTAN
kamalunops@gmail.com

Kamal is a Member of the Afghan National Assembly (Lower House) representing
Kunduz Province Northern Afghanistan and serves as Executive Secretary of Budget
and Finance Committee and as a member of the Public Accounts Committee. Prior to
his election he was Acting Director & Chief Engineer at BuildTech Engineering &
Construction Co. in Kabul, Managing Director Society for Sustainable Development of
Afghanistan (SSDA) and in civil society roles before that.
Kamal received a Bachelor in civil engineering from University of Engineering &
Technology Taxila, Punjab, Pakistan. Currently he is in his 6th semester of a Bachelor
of Political Sciences degree from Dawat University at Kabul and is also getting his
MBA degree from the International School of Business Management in Pune, India.
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LELA MACHAIDZE
CBEP GG Deputy Country Manager of Business
Operations
GEORGIA
l_machaidze@yahoo.com
machaidze@hotmail.com

Lela is the Deputy Country Manager for Business Operations at CH2MHILL, which is
implementing the Cooperative Biological Engagement Program (CBEP). She
interfaces with customers, different Institutes and other stakeholders. She oversees
QA/QC, Document Control, HSE, Security, Travel logistics, HR, Finance, IS&T and
administrative activities for the GG Eliava Media Production Facility (EMPF), Zonal
Diagnostic Laboratories (ZDL) and Laboratory Support Station (LSS) Facilities. Lela
has also been involved with the Biological Treatment Reduction Program
implemented by Bechtel, working in management, Project Controls and Procurement
departments. Lela also worked at the US Embassy in Georgia on the OBO
Construction Site, as a Receptionist in the Regional Security Office (RSO) and at the
KELLOG BROWN & ROOT (KBR) Inc. Government Operations - LOGCAP III Georgia
Train and Equip Program (GTEP) as an interpreter/translator.
Lela has earned a Bachelor’s degree from the Georgian Engineering-Economic
Institute, faculty of Production Management and Organization and Masters of
Business Administration in General Management from the European School of
Management (ESM). Later Lena graduated from the Project Management College
(PMC) and obtained a Master’s Certificate in Project Management from The George
Washington University School of Business. Recently she obtained a Project
Management Professional (PMP) certification. She has also studied English, Turkish,
French and Hebrew languages and is continuing to improve her skills in these
languages. Lela enjoys photography and cooking and inventing new recipes. She also
likes meeting, communicating and listening to new people.
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LILIT ANANYAN
Head of Receivables Management for Ingo
Armenia
ARMENIA
lilitananyan@mail.ru

In 2012 Lilit became the Head of the Receivables Management Department for Ingo
Armenia CJSC, an Armenian Insurance Company. This department did not exist until
she stepped in and created the policies, procedures and brought in staff. Prior to
that, she headed the retail unit of Cascade Insurance Company which was merged
into Ingo Armenia in 2012. Her prior career was 12 years with HSBC Bank Armenia
leading to the role of Branch Manager.
She received her undergraduate degree from the State Linguistic University of
Armenia, where she majored in English/Russian and literature. Lilit likes adventure
and writes poetry and short stories. She is very proud of her family life with her
husband and two children, ages 7 and 11.

MAKSAT KOROOLUEV
Project Manager at GIZ (German International
Development Organization)
KYRGYZSTAN
korooluev@gmail.com
Maksat is the National Foreign Trade Single Window project manager at the German
International Development Organization (GIZ). The key areas of his advisory work
are strategic development, marketing and communications, IT project management,
human resources and corporate finance. Recently as the guest speaker of Bishkek
Business Club (BBC) and Central Asian Free Market Institute (CAFMI) events, Maksat
delivered several seminars on financial literacy and economic education for about 50
university students. He also has conducted training as part of his advisory work to
businesses.
Maksat has studied at the American University of Central Asia (AUCA) and the
University of Southern Maine in the areas of Business and Economics and interned
with the accounting firm of Ernst & Young. He also chaired the AUCA Debate Club
and attended Model UN conferences in University of Pennsylvania and Harvard.
Maksat loves to travel, enjoys sports, including soccer and swimming and skiing.
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MERI NIKOGHOSYAN
Executive Director –
VISTAA PLUS Consultancy
ARMENIA
meriniko@yahoo.com
mnikoghosyan@vistaa.org

Meri has been the Executive Director of VISTAA PLUS Consultancy for 10 years. She
has built the practice to 15 people working on over one hundred projects in the agribusiness, environmental, educational, sociology and market research fields. These
projects are funded by private, public and donor organizations. She came to VISTAA
PLUS after working as a sociologist for a number of World Bank projects.
Meri holds a BA in sociology from Yerevan State University and an MA in Political
Science from the American University of Armenia. She is an avid sports person,
playing tennis, hiking and swimming. She recently took up skiing and is planning to
take up riding horses. She also loves to dance, sing and travel.

MICHAEL SHAMSHIDOV
Director of HR and Quality, OrexCA.com
UZBEKISTAN
shamshidov@mail.ru
m.shamshidov@orexca.com

Since 2003 Michael has been the Chairman of the Board and Director of HR & Quality
for his company OrexCA.com, the biggest tourism Internet portal in Central Asia.
Prior to that, he was Marketing Manager of First Babur International, a joint venture
company between Uzbek and Pakistani partners for tourism services. Previously he
worked in sales positions for three multi-national companies in the Tashkent area.
He received his Bachelor of Engineering degree at Tashkent Institute of Engineering,
as he has come from a family of engineers. Shortly after he received his degree,
however, he realized his future was in business. One of Michael’s themes is selfimprovement, and he regularly attends seminars and programs to improve his skills
and he is open to new experiences and viewpoints. He is married and has a 14 year
old daughter and 8 year old son. His hobbies include the Aikido form of martial arts,
tango, photography and hiking.
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MUJAHID AMINZAY
Managing Director, Al Mubarak Motors
AFGHANISTAN
aminzay1@gmail.com

Mujahid is the managing director of Al Mubarak Motors in Dubai, where his firm
imports used cars from Germany, the USA and Japan into the Emirates. He is also a
business partner in the HAMDARD Cordova Group, a construction company founded
in 2011 and located in Afghanistan. His work prior to 2003 was at Services for
Humanitarian Assistance & Development (SHADE), an Afghan NGO working in the
field of Health, Education, Rehabilitation and Relief for deserving people of
Afghanistan since 1996. He joined the organization in 2000 and became the deputy
Director in 2002.
Mujahid has a Bachelor in Business Administration from Preston University in
Pakistan. His interests are travel, both in Afghanistan and abroad, and the traditional
music and food of his native country. His favorite holiday activity is to be with his
family.

MUROD MADJIDOV
General Manager – ChemAlliance Pte, Ltd.
UZBEKISTAN
murodmm@yahoo.com
murod@chemalliance.com.sg

Murod is one of the founders and General Manager of ChemAlliance Pte, Ltd, a new
venture that began its operation in 2010. It started as a professional sales agency in
oil and gas sector, mainly dealing with petrochemicals and representing one of the
largest US petrochemical companies in Uzbekistan. Prior to that, he was a founder,
shareholder and Managing Director of the Arosa Group, a start-up agency in the
textile machinery market. His first work experience was ten years in the commercial
department of the US Embassy in Tashkent, an opportunity he used to meet business
and governmental representatives in Uzbekistan and the US, which gave him
contacts for later business development on his own.
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Murod graduated with a Bachelor in Business Administration from Emory University
in Atlanta. He was enrolled for undergraduate work at Tashkent State Economic
University (TSEU) but received entry into Emory after completing a semester abroad
program there. He also has earned an MBA from TSEU and is working on a Doctorate
degree, also at TSEU. He is married and has young three sons.

ROHULLAH NIAZI
Director for Stability in Key Areas East, a USAID
project
AFGHANISTAN
roh.niazi@gmail.com

Rohullah is the Director for Stability in Key Areas East (SIKA-East), a USAID project
being implemented by AECOM International. The project involves working with local
governments to utilize government and donor resources to benefit their citizenry.
His team works in all 15 provinces targeted by the program to coordinate the needs
of local governments with providers. He previously served as the Director of the
Strategic Coordination Unit (SCU) at the Independent Directorate of Local
Governance (IDLG), a very important government agency to which all the 34
Provincial Governors, 364 District Governors and 147 Mayors report. Prior to that
Rohullah worked in the Office of Administrative Affairs of the President, was a
project coordinator for the German Friedrich Ebert Stiftung Foundation and also
worked as the Head of the Translation Department for the Constitutional Loya Jirga
of 2003-2004.
Rohullah spent most of his youth in Pakistan. He received a Bachelor’s Degree in
Business Administration from Preston University and a Master's Degree in
Comparative Politics from the University of York. He has recently been accepted at
the Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University.
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ROMAN VAKULCHUK
Co-founder and Country Director for Kazakhstan at the
Central Asian Development Institute (CADI)
KAZAKHSTAN
roman.vakulchuk@googlemail.com

Roman Vakulchuk is Co-founder and Country Director for Kazakhstan at the
Central Asian Development Institute (CADI) and a PhD candidate in Economics at
Jacobs University in Bremen, Germany. Roman is also writing a book on the culture
of doing business in Central Asia. In 2013, in his capacity as Country Director for
Kazakhstan at CADI, consultant and researcher, Roman won the prestigious
Gabriel Al-Salem International Award for Excellence in Consulting, being the 1st
place winner in the category “Consulting Without Borders”. Roman’s main
contributions to the consulting sector in Kazakhstan were his research of the
existing informal barriers in consulting, and development of recommendations to
establish an association of consultants to overcome those barriers. Based upon
Roman’s recommendations and his strategic vision, the Consortium of Consultants
of Kazakhstan was established in 2011 in Almaty, Kazakhstan.
Roman’s key areas of expertise in consulting are: Project Management, Strategic
and Small Business Consulting, Analysis of Business Processes, Environmental
Consulting. His main research interests are: Transition Economics, Business
Studies, International Political Economy, Environmental and Energy Economics,
Investment Banking, International Relations and Global Governance. His
dissertation is devoted to the study of the market economy in Kazakhstan. He has
broad experience in project management in various areas and across continents
and cultures. He was the head of various research and consulting projects
organized and implemented by different international organizations, including the
Asian Development Bank (ADB), the European Bank for Reconstruction and
Development (EBRD), the World Bank, the Economics Education and Research
Consortium (EERC), the Norwegian Institute of International Affairs (NUPI) and
the Global Development Network (GDN). Over the course of his career, Roman
worked as business analyst and expert on climate change at Shell and European
Retail Systems Technology (ERST) in Hamburg, Germany, and worked as Research
Fellow at the KIMEP University in Almaty, Kazakhstan.
Roman holds two Master of Arts degrees, one in International Relations at the
University of Bremen and second MA in Peace and Security Studies from the
University of Hamburg. He has also earned a BA degree with major in International
Relations at the Kyrgyz-Russian Slavic University in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan. Roman
enjoys football, tennis, salsa and tango and traveling in his leisure time.
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SALOME SHELIA
Deputy Director, National Center for
Educational Quality Enhancement of
Georgia
GEORGIA
salome.shelia@gmail.com
Salome is Deputy Director, National Center for Educational Quality Enhancement of
Georgia under the Ministry of Science and Education of Georgia. She also serves as a
Director and Founder of IMG Ltd and is a visiting lecturer at the University of
Georgia. IMG ltd, a management- consulting firm, has a solid and diverse portfolio of
successfully completed consulting projects in Georgia. Besides serving a managing
director, Salome manages projects, specializing in General Management, Leadership
and Human Resources Management consulting. Among IMG’s clients are major
telecom, construction and port operator companies, as well as public organizations.
Salome has worked as Programs’ coordinator for the Open Society – Georgia
Foundation, managing five grant-giving and operating programs in the fields of
education and youth. She has also held various managerial and consultant positions
in several leading organizations in Georgia both in NGO and commercial sectors,
such as the Center for Training and Consultancy (CTC), National Oil Company
(Saknavtobi) and Booz Allen Hamilton.
Salome graduated with honors from I. Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University,
department of psychology, with a concentration in Industrial and Organizational
Psychology. Her master’s thesis covered the theoretical review of the issues of
organizational culture, work values and job satisfaction, while her research looked at
job motivation and satisfaction across different organizations and sectors. She also
studied management in the joint program of the US based Weatherhead School of
Management (Case Western University) and IMC Business School in Budapest,
Hungary and received an MBA degree, concentrating in Marketing.
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SAMIR GANILI
Director, NETTRENDS, LLC.
AZERBAIJAN
ganili@gmail.com; samir@nettrends.az

Samir is founder and director of Nettrends, LLC. NETTRENDS is a news-based
website monitoring service, which provides for news screening in Azerbaijani
internet domains. It offers a daily, customized news digest.
Earlier Samir worked as Sales and Marketing Manager at CASPEL LLC (local IT
systems integrator company), General Manager at ALLO LLC (state IP - international
calls telephoning company of Azerbaijan) and Head of IT at Azersu OJSC. (National
Water and Wastewater supply company), overseeing three divisions.
Samir studied at Middle East Technical University (Turkey). He also received
Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees at Sumgayit State University (Azerbaijan). Currently
Samir is pursuing a Doctorate at the Information Technologies Institute of
Azerbaijan.

SEDA KALANTARYAN
Child Health Campaign Assistant for World
Vision Armenia
ARMENIA
sedakalantaryan@gmail.com
seda_kalantaryan@wvi.org

Seda is the Child Health Campaign Assistant for World Vision Armenia since 2012. In
this role she advocates for better health care for children through networking and
collaborating with partners, Media, Government and the National Assembly to
produce reforms and better legislation. Prior to joining World Vision Armenia in
2011 she worked in the NGO field and made use of her translation skills.
Seda received her undergraduate education from Yerevan State Linguistic University
with a specialty in simultaneous translation. She loves different athletic activities
like hiking, badminton, basketball and now taking up tennis. She is also involved in
multi-national green initiatives. She likes to sing and dance, as well.
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TATEVIK (TANYA) TOROSYAN
Manager of Marketing, Inecobank.
ARMENIA
tdolgina@yahoo.com

In 2012, Tanya became the marketing manager at Inecobank, heading a department
of 10 people. She joined Inecobank after a short break from a 12 year career with
Srarcom MediaVest, starting there as the first employee with one client. During her
tenure the firm grew to have 20 multinational clients and she became the head of
the Media Department, supervising 25 planners, buyers, designers and copywriters.
She is also engaged in business development. Prior to that, she spent 3 years
working as an office manager in the Parliament of Armenia.
Tanya received her bachelor’s and master’s degrees from Yerevan State University
in International Relations and History of Diplomacy. During her studies she was
able to spend an exchange semester in Köln, Germany which she credits for opening
her eyes to different cultures. With her family’s support she will be pursuing a
master’s from Texas A&M University. She is happily married and has a daughter
and a son.

TINATIN KAROSANIDZE
Associate Professor,
Free University of Tbilisi
GEORGIA
t.karosanidze@freeuni.edu.ge

Since 2008, Tinatin has been an Associate Professor at the Free University of Tbilisi.
She teaches Arabic, Middle East Religions, Religion in World Policy and International
Terrorism. She also gives public lectures on the Middle East, Terrorism and Religion
in World Policy. She participates in seminars and conferences and is the author of
several publications. Tinatin was awarded a medal of honor from the president for
her contribution to academic development.
Tinatin has been teaching the Arabic language at Tbilisi Institute of Asia and Africa
since 2000. In 2006-2009 she was an assistant in the Near and Middle East
department at the G.Tsereteli Institute of Oriental Studies. She also worked in 2008
and 2009 as an interpreter and assistant to the Ambassador at the Embassy of the
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Republic Of Iran in Georgia.
Her education has included five years (1994-1999) at the Tbilisi Institute of Asia and
Africa, studying International Relations and the History of Middle Eastern Countries.
Two of those years, 1998-1999, Tinatin spent at Cairo University in an Arabic
language and literature program for foreigners. Since then, she has also participated
in several training courses in the Arabic Language for lecturers and professors at
Cairo University. In 2006, she earned a doctorate in World History. Her dissertation
was on Islamic fundamentalism and the Muslim Brotherhood.

ZMARIALAI WAFA
Acting Director - Information Security, CISO
to President’s Office
AFGHANISTAN
zmarialai.wafa@mcit.gov.af

Since 2012, Zmarialai has been Acting Director of Information Security and Chief
Information Security Officer to the office of the President. From 2008-2012, he was
with the Ministry of Communication and Information Technology (MCIT) as the
general manager of Afghan Network Information Center (AfgNIC). He has over 13
years of experience in the Information and Communications Technology field, with
specific expertise in Information and Cyber Security.
Zmarialai has completed a BBA and is making plans to obtain a master’s degree in
Management. He has completed professional certifications from Microsoft, Cisco,
CompTIA, SANS, EC Council and ISC2 and has represented Afghanistan at various
conferences, seminars and workshops in the field of Internet Security.
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GUEST SPEAKER

DAVID NOUR
CEO
The Nour Group, Inc.
Atlanta, GA, USA
dnour@nourgroup.com

David is an advisor to senior management, international speaker, and best selling
author. He is the thought leader on Relationship Economics® - the quantifiable
value of business relationships.
Having pioneered the phenomenon that
relationships are the greatest off balance sheet asset of any organization – large and
small, public and private, the Nour Group has attracted such global consulting clients
as KPMG, Siemens, Disney, Gen Re Insurance, Amerinet, and over 100 other marquee
organizations in driving unprecedented growth through unique return on their
strategic relationships.
In addition to his consulting service, David delivers some 50 global keynotes
annually at leading industry association conferences, corporate meetings, and
academic forums. He is often a guest lecturer at the Goizueta Business School at
Emory University and Georgia Tech’s College of Management.
His insights on Relationship Economics® have been featured in a variety of
prominent blogs and publications including The Wall Street Journal, The New York
Times, Fast Company, Knowledge@Wharton, Associations Now, Huffington Post
Business, and Entrepreneur and Success magazine. He is the author of several books
including the best selling Relationship Economics (Wiley), ConnectAbility (McGrawHill), The Entrepreneur’s Guide to Raising Capital (Praeger) and Return on Impact –
Leadership Strategies for the Age of Connected Relationships (ASAE, 2012).
As an Eagle Scout, David is passionate about youth with his foundation supporting
the Centennial Scouting movement, Junior Achievement, One Voice – aiming to
create peace in the Middle East, and the High Tech Ministries.
A native of Iran, David came to the U.S. with a suitcase, $100, limited family ties and
no fluency in English! He earned a BA degree in Management from Georgia State
University and an Executive MBA from the Goizueta Business School at Emory
University.
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FACULTY

BILL STARNES
Volunteer Curriculum Coordinator
CELA/MELA
Dallas, Texas USA
wpstar@sbcglobal.net

Bill Starnes is a member and currently the Chairman-Elect of the Society of
International Business Fellows (SIBF). As a member of SIBF, he serves as the
volunteer curriculum coordinator and presenter for both the Central Eurasian
Leadership Academy (CELA) and the Middle East Leadership Academy (MELA),
initiatives of SIBF and funded by its affiliate, the Global Network Foundation (GNF).
Bill spent 16 years with the Trammell Crow organization, a major, Dallas-based real
estate developer, owner and operator of industrial, office, commercial, and multifamily residential properties as well as hotels, hospitals and wholesale merchandise
marts. He became a partner in 1989 and Co-Managing Partner of Trammell Crow
International (TCI) in 1997. TCI developed, owned, managed and leased real estate
in Europe, Latin America and Asia. He traveled extensively to Asia, Europe and Latin
America and oversaw the opening of new offices in Japan, China, the Netherlands and
Hungary.
Bill began his career in academia as an Assistant Professor of Economics at Williams
College in Williamstown, Massachusetts following graduate studies at Yale
University and an undergraduate degree from Rice University in Houston. He later
taught economics at Rice University and the University of Houston. After leaving
academia, Mr. Starnes spent three years in general management for a small, familyowned wholesale distribution company in Dallas before joining Trammell Crow.
He lives in Dallas, Texas with his wife, Donna. They have one son, Jon, and a
granddaughter, Lexi. He enjoys travel, photography, reading and going to the movies.
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GINNY JACKSON
Vice-President
Statement Systems
Dallas, Texas USA
gjackson@statementsystems.com
Ginny is the Vice-President and significant shareholder of Statement Systems Inc., an
18-year-old company in Dallas, Texas. SSI specializes in performing highly complex
data parsing/processing and printing/distribution of complex, highly-personalized
variable communications for clients such as Federal Express, JPMorgan Chase, Dell
and many other Fortune 1000 companies.
Ginny is active in the SMU Tower Center Forum, World Affairs Council, CELA (Central
Eurasia Leadership Academy), the Society of International Business Fellows, Dallas
Social Venture Partners, Dallas Women in Philanthropy and is on the Board of the
Golden Retriever Rescue of North Texas. She graduated from Occidental College in
Pasadena, CA, with a B.A. in Languages.
Ginny’s hobbies include cooking (as much as possible, as often as possible, for as
many people as possible), reading and all sorts of sports and outdoor activities. She
enjoys attending a wide range of arts and cultural events, especially dance and
literary events. Ginny and her husband, Steven Raab, share their home with their
three Golden Retrievers - Hudson, Cooper and Bo - and two cats.

JOHN KING
Founding Partner & CEO
Culture Architecture, Inc.
Cedar Crest, New Mexico USA
johnking@culturalarchitecture.com
John is the founding partner and CEO of Cultural Architecture, Inc., and the Cultural
Architecture Institute. Cultural Architecture is an education oriented consulting firm
focusing on leadership, strategy and cultural change issues, and the strategic training
and development of key executives. Prior to founding Cultural Architecture, Inc.,
John was founding partner and president of CultureSync LLC, a boutique-consulting
firm that specializes in providing tactical solutions for mid and upper management.
John is co-author of The Coaching Revolution, from Adams Media, presenting best
practices in the field of business and executive coaching. His second book, the best
selling Tribal Leadership, published by HarperCollins, underlies a web assisted
training program entitled, Leadership Intensive, a rigorous multi-year training for
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leaders, executives and managers that leads to certification as an Associate, Member,
and ultimately, Fellow & Examiner of The Cultural Architecture Institute.
John is in demand as a keynote speaker, and he is internationally recognized as a
senior teacher, coach, and program leader. His executive clientele have been featured
on all major television networks and in New York Times, The Wall Street Journal,
and Forbes.
John is a facilitator of The Samurai Game®, conducts an intensive seminar regarding
the establishment and sustainability of Communities of Honor, entitled, The
Gatherings, and is currently developing his next book, Cultural Architecture: Building
Stage 4 Communities of Honor. John lives in Cedar Crest, New Mexico.

MARK A. YOUNG
President
Rational Games, Inc.
Berlin, Germany
markyoung@aol.com

Mark Young is an independent author, mediator, lecturer, and corporate trainer in
the field of negotiation skills. He currently serves as the President of Rational Games
Inc., a consulting, training, and coaching service organization dedicated to the
employment of games and game-like simulations to resolve conflict.
Mr. Young was previously with Price Waterhouse in Germany, where he served as
Senior Manager in charge of the German privatization practice. He initiated,
marketed, and executed corporate finance transactions for the eastern German
Treuhandanstalt and for many clients in western Germany, with an emphasis on the
energy and telecommunications sectors. He was elected to the partnership in July
1994.
Prior to joining Price Waterhouse, he managed an office of 20 professionals within
the US Department of Commerce with responsibility for trade negotiations and trade
promotion events for the U.S. service sector, including financial institutions,
professional service providers, airlines, information
industries, and
audiovisual/broadcasting companies.
Mr. Young began his career in banking, first as a credit analyst with Chase Manhattan
Bank in New York and later as Assistant Vice President and Marketing Officer for
First National Bank of Boston, starting in Boston and later transferring to Frankfurt,
Germany. While in Germany, he joined McKinsey as a management consultant
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working on a variety of project teams in both Germany and the United States
covering marketing, organization and logistics issues in the consumer goods,
automotive, steel and retail industries.
Mr. Young received a B.A., Summa Cum Laude, in Philosophy with a minor in
Economics and Political Science from California Lutheran University in Thousand
Oaks, CA. He got a Masters of International Management with an emphasis on
International Finance from the American Graduate School of International
Management in Phoenix, AZ., where he spent a semester in Fujinomiya, Japan
studying the Japanese language and business methods.
He received an
interdisciplinary PhD from Humboldt University in Berlin in philosophy and
economics.
He is fluent in English and German, proficient in French and Spanish, with a working
knowledge of Japanese. He is a member of the Aspen Institute in Berlin, an Eagle
Scout and National Merit Scholar.

MICHAEL KOULY
President
Cambridge Institute for Global Leadership
Beirut, Lebanon
michael.kouly@gmail.com
Michael is the President of CIGL - Cambridge Institute for Global Leadership, a
Leadership Think-Tank and advisory body that grew out of the studies and research
of its founders at Harvard and Princeton universities. The purpose of CIGL is to
generate knowledge on the subject of leadership and to actively enhance the
leadership capacity of people and organizations worldwide. Michael is also a senior
international executive, writer, journalist, and a scholar who has studied and
researched Global Leadership at several universities, including Harvard, Princeton,
and Maastricht Universities. He has spoken on Leadership, Authority, Strategy and
Policy-Making matters to thousands of top business, government, education and
NGO executives in dozens of countries, stretching from the United States to Asia. His
practical field knowledge comes from a 16-year international career with Reuters
where he worked in 22 countries managing and leading people from 47 nationalities.
His last responsibilities were Managing Director of Reuters Middle East Ltd. and
executive board member of Reuters Continental Europe, Middle East and Africa.
He studied the subjects of Strategy and Microeconomics of Competitiveness with the
world renowned Professor Michael Porter of the Harvard Business School and the
subject of Leadership with Professor Ronald Heifetz. While at Harvard’s Kennedy
School of Government, Michael also served as a Teaching Fellow on leadership
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across cultures where he took part in the leadership education of senior business
executives, scholars, government officials and diplomats. Michael is a World Bank
Fellow, a Robert McNamara Fellow at Princeton University, a Mason Fellow at
Harvard University, a Fellow at the Munk Centre For International Studies at
University of Toronto and a Research Fellow at Maastricht University.

STEVEN RAAB
Chairman
The InSource Group
Dallas, Texas USA
steven@insourcegroup.com
Steven is one of the founders and Chairman of the Board of The InSource Group, Inc.
The InSource Group, celebrating its twentieth anniversary in 2012, provides a
variety of Information Technology services and highly qualified Information
Technology professionals to its commercial and federal government clients. The
Insource Group was a three time qualifier in the SMU Cox Business School of
Business Dallas Top 100, has received numerous other awards, and has been
previously recognized as one of Texas’ fastest growing Women Owned Businesses.
As Chairman, Steven is responsible for the management of and the effective
performance of the Board. He also acts in an advisory capacity to the President and
Chief Executive Officer (CEO) and to other officers in all matters concerning the
interests and management of the Corporation and, in consultation with the CEO,
plays a role in the Corporation’s external relationships.
Steven began his technical career at IBM, where he held various line and staff
management positions in sales and vertical industry markets over a period of 17
years. He also has been founder and President of his own custom home building
company, Executive Vice President of Real Estate and Real Estate Lending for
Champion Savings & Loan, and EVP of Real Time Financial Systems, Inc.
He is a Past President and current member of the board of The Dallas Institute of
Humanities and Culture, past Board Chair and Board member of Dallas Social
Venture Partners, board member of Social Venture Partners International and board
member of SIBF’s Central Eurasia Leadership Academy (CELA). He has served as
facilitator coordinator for both the CELA and MELA programs.
Steven is keenly interested in geopolitics, international security, and foreign affairs
and in that pursuit he is a member of The Tower Center Forum at SMU, World Affairs
Council of Dallas/Ft. Worth and Dallas Council on Foreign Relations. Steven is also
interested in social innovation, travel, motorcycle riding, hand and shot gun sports
(particularly skeet/sporting clays), learning piano, and reading. Steven has a son and
two grandsons, and he and his wife, Ginny, also share a passion for their three
rescued golden retrievers, Bo, Cooper, and Hudson.
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FACILITATORS

ALIYA IZTLEUOVA
Lawyer
KAZAKHSTAN
aliyaizt@gmail.com

Aliya recently re-joined Michael Wilson & Partners, Ltd, a UK law firm’s Almaty office
where she practices civil, corporate, and labour law. She worked until 2011 for
British American Tobacco (BAT) Kazakhstan, where she was Area Head of the legal
department (responsible for an area comprising eight countries of Central Asia and
the Caucasus). Before joining BAT, she had worked as a lawyer at the U.S. firm
McGuireWoods Kazakhstan, where she concentrated on corporate law and
employment issues, and the U.K. firm Michael Wilson & Partners, where she was
heavily involved in investment and business disputes. Earlier in her career she acted
as a tutor for law students at Kazakh State National University, and for MBA students
at KIMEP (Kazakhstan Management School).
Aliya holds law degrees (LLB, LLM) in international law from Kazakh State National
University, and a second Master of Laws from the University of London. Under the
aegis of BAT, she attended its Legal Excellence Program in England, and its five-day
Leadership Skills Training. Aliya is a CELA 9 graduate. She is enthusiastic about
British sitcoms, bird watching, and unpredictable travel.
Aliya is a native of Kazakhstan and an alumna of CELA 9.

DANIEL WHITE
Entrepreneur
Norwalk, Ohio USA
dwhite6851@gmail.com

Dan is the recently retired President of Norwalk Furniture, a manufacturer of custom
furniture based in Norwalk Ohio, USA selling to a national and increasingly
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international market. Dan led an investor group to purchase Norwalk Furniture out
of bankruptcy in October of 2008, returning the company to profitability in 2010 and
doubling sales by 2012.
Dan was formerly President of Geotrac 1987-2004, one of the largest floodzone
mapping companies in the U.S. and the first in its industry to open an Indian
operations center. Concurrent with his Geotrac tenure, Dan, along with local
partners founded: SLK Software Services a 5,000 engineer firm in Bangalore India,
designing custom software for clients worldwide; Chateau Derieux, a restored
perfumer’s mansion in Grasse, France operating as a vacation rental home; The Bead
Co. U.K., a retail store in Glasgow Scotland, The Potomac Bead Co, a retail store in
Medina, Ohio, USA and The Lair, a multiunit apartment building in Chicago, IL, USA.

DONNA STARNES
Financial Adviser
Dallas, Texas USA
djstarnes@tx.rr.com

Donna, a native Texan and proud grandmother, has worked over 26 years as a
financial planning advisor and corporate executive. Her career includes experience
as a professional with a major public accounting firm, as a financial executive and as
a personal financial advisor to executives, entrepreneurs and their families. Donna is
a CPA and a Certified Financial Planner.
In recent years, Donna has been actively involved in local and state politics, including
running her own campaign for City Council in Dallas and working on campaigns for
other candidates. She has also been a delegate to the Republican State Convention.
Donna holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Economics from Rice University in Houston,
Texas and an MBA from Southern Methodist University in Dallas. Donna lives in
Dallas with her husband, Bill, of 40 years. She and Bill enjoy traveling together and
spending time with their 9-year-old granddaughter (who loves to swim and looks
adorable in her new fedora hat). Donna also enjoys movies, pilates, trying new vegan
dessert recipes and is learning to play bridge.
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ELSHAD MIKAYILOV
Director - Business Insight International
Research Group
AZERBAIJAN
elshad_ar@yahoo.com
Mr. Mikayilov works for Business Insight International Research Group as the
Project Director and at the same time runs the English Language Training Center –
Real English Academy. He is also active in simultaneous interpretations on various
occasions.
Elshad has worked for Oxfam GB, Azerbaijan in its good governance program,
building the capacity of local NGOs to play an active role as change agents in society.
Before joining Oxfam, he managed a nationwide survey for households at Caucasus
Research Resource Center. It was the first nationwide survey measuring different
aspects of life such as economic opportunity, employment, and access to services,
politics, and regional cooperation. It is now carried out annually in all three
Caucasian countries. He worked on decentralization and participatory decisionmaking at local levels while at the Economic Research Center. He has also done work
for the International Republican Institute – working with political parties offering
sessions on leadership, advocacy-lobbying, organizational design, speech writing and
public speaking – and for the Social and Marketing Research Centre (SIAR).
Mr. Mikayilov holds both a BA and MA in English from the Azerbaijan University of
Languages. His second MA is from Public Policy at Central European University,
where he was trained in decentralized governance. He has authored a series of policy
papers on economic crisis, pension reform, and private-public partnership. In 2009,
he was in the UK as a John Smith Fellow, focusing on what kind of mediating
functions Azerbaijani think tanks could play between the government and the public.
He is also an alumn of Aspen Institute Young Leaders Program 2011. He has given up
all his hobbies and started to think .
Elshad is a native of Azerbaijan and an alumnus of CELA 8.

GINNY JACKSON
Vice-President
Statement Systems
Dallas, Texas USA
gjackson@statementsystems.com
See Faculty Bio Above.
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JOHN KING
Founding Partner & CEO
Culture Architecture, Inc.
Cedar Crest, New Mexico USA
johnking@culturalarchitecture.com

See Faculty Bio Above.

KHUDABUKSH WALJI
Founder and Principal Walji International Law Firm
Houston, Texas, US
k.walji@waljilaw.com

Khudabuksh is the founder and principal of Walji International Law Firm, a global
corporate, regulatory, wealth, philanthropy & legacy advisory firm. Additionally, he
is the co-founder and principal of IPS3, LLC / The Walji Group, an international
private equity investment & business advisory firm with significant experiences in
the education, hospitality and health care sectors, especially with organizations
requiring mid-stage growth capital. He is also in the process of establishing "K3
Technologies Fund."
Khudabuksh has represented high net worth family enterprises with diversified
global interests as their legal counsel and also served as their trusted advisor
regarding family, business and investment matters, as well as their conciliator and
mediator for more than 25 years with an active presence in Houston, Dubai and
Singapore as well as Dar es Salaam, Geneva, Karachi and Mumbai. In addition to his
advisory practice, he also serves as a consultant on United Nations and international
government affairs regarding public-private initiatives, with special expertise in
engaging and managing domain expert international teams to achieve client
objectives.
He is a Senior Advisor and Chartered Family Office Specialist at Stamford Wealth
Academy, a Director and Board Member at Stamford Privee Family Office and the
Society of Family Offices in Singapore and has previously served as Senior Director &
Special Assistant to the President of Aga Khan University & Hospital + Examination
Board in Pakistan.
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Khudabuksh received his undergraduate degree in pharmacy from the University of
Texas at Austin, Texas, U.S. and his law degree from South Texas College of Law in
Houston, Texas, U.S. He is currently pursuing a doctorate degree in International
Relations at Geneva School of Diplomacy in Switzerland.

MARY MADDEN
Chair and Executive Director
Atlanta Chapter of the National Association of Corporate
Directors
Atlanta, Georgia USA
marymadden@mindspring.com
Mary is an experienced senior executive who has worked in numerous early stage,
high growth and mature companies serving in such roles as CEO, President, COO and
consultant.
From 1981-1994, Mary was the President, Founder, and Co-CEO of Information
America, the first company to offer on line access to public record data. She created
the firm, raised over $8 million from angel investors and venture capital, grew
profitable revenues to $25 million, took it public, and then sold the company to
Westlaw delivering an attractive return to shareholders. Subsequent to Information
America, Mary joined ChoicePoint as Vice President of Public Records. There, she
oversaw the development of a system to collect, route, and track document orders;
developed a marketing strategy for the legal market; and handled acquisition
initiatives. Mary has worked with ValuBond, Inc. (sold), eAttorney (sold to Lexis),
fabric.com (sold to Amazon), Miavendia.com, LVGRM, and LAWDOCS. She has done
turnaround work with Grisanti Galef and Goldress.
Mary has received numerous awards including: inclusion on Inc magazine’s 500 List
for three years running, finalist for Inc’s Entrepreneur of the Year, and the
Information Industry Entrepreneur of the Year. She is a member of the Committee of
200, CEO Netweavers, and the Society of International Business Fellows. She has
traveled to Istanbul for leadership seminars for emerging leaders from Central
Eurasia, and traveled to Belfast to mentor technology companies. She has served on
private and public corporate boards. She is and has been on several advisory boards
for TI:GER program at Georgia Tech and Emory University, Kennesaw University
Center for Corporate Governance, the Grove, and the Global Foundation Network.
She is co-founder of the Atlanta Chapter of Women Corporate Directors for women
on public and private corporate boards.
Mary received a BA in Math and Economics from Vassar College and an MLS in
Library of Science from Columbia University.
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MEADE SUTTERFIELD
Private Equity Investor
Atlanta, Georgia USA
meadesutterfield@comcast.com

Meade is a private equity investor primarily in emerging telecommunications and
wireless communications entities. He currently serves as an advisor to Counsel
Ventures and Antares Capital, as well as a director on the board of two companies
among the 30 in which he is or has been an angel investor.
He was formerly a founder and President of PowerFone, Inc., the largest Specialized
Mobile Radio (SMR) carrier in the major markets in Michigan and Ohio, which was
merged into the rollup which created Nextel Communications as a nationwide
company. Meade's experience with the SMR industry began in 1986, when he
purchased Johnson Communications Corporation (JCC). As President, he built JCC
into one of the nation's largest SMR carriers and this too was sold into Nextel.
In 1984, Meade became President of AllianceWall Corporation, the world's largest
provider of porcelain-enameled steel, which was subsequently purchased by a
buyout group within a year. Meade had come from Kimberly-Clark, where from
1980-1984 he had held several positions leading to Vice-President and General
Manager of the Service and Industrial Division. His initial employer was ScientificAtlanta, where he held a number of sales, marketing, operations and general
management positions in Europe and America during his tenure from 1974-1980.
Meade's education includes a Bachelor of Electrical Engineering from the Georgia
Institute of Technology in 1972 and a Masters in Business Administration from
Harvard University in 1974, both with honors. In 1986, he was the President of the
Harvard Business School Club of Atlanta. Meade is a Director of the Atlanta
Technology Angels and an advisor to Flashpoint, a startup accelerator associated
with Georgia Tech. He is a past Chair of the Alumni Association of the Georgia
Institute of Technology and currently serves on its Foundation Board, the Research
Corporation Board and Capital Campaign Steering Committee, as well as the
Advisory Board for the College of Engineering. He is a past Chair of the Society of
International Business Fellows (SIBF) and is the Past Chair of the Global Network
Foundation of SIBF. In 2002, he was one of the founders of the Central Eurasian
Leadership Academy (CELA) and has participated in all none academies and
attended almost every reunion, resulting in travel to every country in the region. He
is also involved through SIBF in the Middle East Leadership Academy (MELA) which
is beginning a parallel organization to CELA and SIBF for young leaders from the 13
Arabic states in the Levant, Arabian Peninsula and Egypt and has participated in all
four of those programs.
He is married to Susan and they have four married children and six young
grandchildren.
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MELANIE MAULDIN
Owner, President and Founder of Handicked, Inc.
Columbia, South Carolina
melaniemauldin@gmail.com

Melanie is the Owner, President and Founder of HandPicked, Inc, a chain of 15
fashion jewelry and accessory stores in South Carolina, North Carolina, Georgia,
Tennessee, and Kentucky. Melanie started HandPicked in 1986, as a network of
sterling silver jewelry home shows, with 40 reps around the South East. In 1995, she
took a three-year sabbatical from the business to pursue a Master of Arts in Religion,
at which point her husband Tom stepped in, redirecting the successful growth of the
company into HandPicked stores. The company employs 30 full time and over 100
part-time staff. As President, Melanie directs the creative and innovative vision
driving HandPicked’s value-based mission, the corporate brand, and the store and
customer experience. In 2004, she created HeartPicked, the philanthropic arm of the
company, with the mission of increasing community and financial support for nonprofits focused on the health of children and families in HandPicked market areas.
Melanie grew up in New Orleans, La., where from an early age she traveled with her
family to Mexico for summer vacations. She graduated from Goucher College, with a
BA in Spanish and Art, also attending the University of Valencia, Spain, and Dante
Alligheri, Florence, Italy. A love of languages, as well as the arts and crafts of
traditional peoples around the world, inspired the early years of HandPicked’s
development. Melanie has a passion for travel, building bridges between people and
ideas, and spending time with her husband, children and grandchildren in the
mountains of NC and on the coast of SC. She is a member of the SIBF class of 2008.
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RANDI ABDIN
Director – Elia Nuqul Foundation
Amman, Jordan
randi_abdin@hotmail.com

Randi Abdin is currently the Director of Elia Nuqul Foundation; a family
philanthropic foundation providing educational scholarships and empowering youth
through enhancing their personal and professional growth.
Randi holds a Bachelor’s degree in Political Science and Business Administration
from the University of Jordan. Prior to that, Randi worked at the Jordan River
Foundation (JRF) responsible for the organizational process of all events for the
Foundation on a local, regional and international level. Following JRF, Randi moved
to the King Hussein Cancer Foundation to work in the same field.
Having a passion for the performing arts and especially dance, Randi pursued her
dance studies at the Laban Center London (now the Trinity Laban Conservatoire for
Music and Dance) where she got her Professional Diploma in Dance Studies in 2000.
Upon Randi’s return from London, she worked at the Performing Arts Center in
Jordan from 2001 – 2007 as a local trainer in both classical and contemporary dance,
in addition to training, choreographing and dancing on a local, regional and
international level. Starting 2008 Randi has been a freelancing choreographer and
trainer until date.
Randi is an alumna of MELA 2 and an active member of the Middle East Leadership
Academy. She has passion for music, performing arts and arts in general, travelling
and meeting people from various cultures.

STEVEN RAAB
Chairman
The InSource Group
Dallas, Texas USA
steven@insourcegroup.com
See Presenter Bio Above.

38

SUSAN SUTTERFIELD
Atlanta, Georgia USA
susan@sutterfield.net

Susan has 20 years experience as a hospital nurse with a focus on physical
rehabilitation and pulmonary medicine. She has a B.S. in nursing from the University
of North Carolina at Charlotte. She continues her medical work part time on an
international research study which focuses on Type 1 diabetes development in
children.
Susan’s other main interests are international travel, history and politics and she
also enjoys cooking and regular exercise. In addition to living in France, she has
traveled throughout Europe, the Middle East, Asia and South America. Through the
Central Eurasia Leadership Academy (CELA) she has participated in all of the
Academies, 14 of the 17 reunions and as a result has visited all of the nine member
countries from the South Caucasus through Central Asia. Susan has also been a
Facilitator at MELA 2 and 3.
Susan and Meade have four adult married children and are the proud grandparents
of six ranging in age from 18 months through 8 years.

TALGAT IMANGALIEV
Director of Government Affairs and Business Development,
WorleyParsons
Astana, Kazakhstan
talgat@hotmail.com

Talgat handles national government relations and business development in
Kazakhstan for WorleyParsons, Australia's largest engineering firm providing
professional services to Kazakhstan’s energy and resource industries. He is in charge
of local agency, government and key client affairs. Earlier, Talgat worked as the
OE/HES manager of regulatory affairs for Tengizchevroil, the country’s largest
petroleum company. In that capacity he was responsible for local and national
regulatory, government and compliance affairs as part of the OE/HES. He began his
career in the Office of the Governor of Atyrau as the lead officer for foreign
investment affairs.
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Talgat gained his bachelor’s degree from the University of Washington in Seattle. He
followed with a master’s from the same institution. In 2004, he graduated from
Atyrau State University with a degree in Jurisprudence. He is also an alumnus of the
Harvard's JFK School of Government.
Talgat is a native of Kazakhstan an alumnus of CELA 7.

TOM MAULDIN
Entrepreneur
Columbia, South Carolina
tfmauldin49@yahoo.com

Tom Mauldin has been an entrepreneur for thirty years. From an early career
background in real estate management, holding CPM and CCIM designations, he
began his own real estate company in 1976, buying, managing, and leasing family
residential and commercial properties in Texas, Louisiana, and South Carolina. In
1979, while living in New Orleans, he leased the floor of a major downtown office
building and developed a health club, Recreational Enterprises, which he
subsequently sold to Nautilus Fitness Systems. In 1985, he developed an
independent cable television company in Columbia, SC, Cable Systems, Inc, which he
sold to Time Warner in 1995.
In addition to his continued interest in real estate property and development, he
currently serves as CEO of HandPicked, Inc, a women’s jewelry and accessory
company founded by his wife. He leads HandPicked’s senior management in the
areas of finance, strategic thinking, and long range planning.
A native of Columbia, SC, Tom has a BA degree in English from the University of the
South at Sewanee. He has a driving interest in all forms of renewable energy systems,
and has been particularly engaged with private/public groups in the study of wind
energy in South Carolina. As a strong environmental advocate, he has served on the
board of the SC Chapter of the Nature Conservancy, and supports and host events on
their behalf. He is a passionate fisherman and outdoorsman. He and his wife,
Melanie, have three children and two grandchildren.
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VICKIE COX NEIGHBOUR
Principal/Director
Cox Industries, Inc.
Orangeburg, South Carolina USA
vneighbour@coxwood.com

Vickie is a member of the second generation of the Cox family business. In 1952, her
father, William B. Cox, Sr., founded Cox Wood Preserving, now Cox Industries. She
currently serves on the company’s Board of Directors, where one of her areas of
responsibility is the promotion of family continuity and communication. In support
of her role on the board, Vickie is currently attending Kennesaw State University
where she is pursuing an EMBA with a focus on family-owned businesses.
She has served the company in various capacities, including Sales and Marketing,
Corporate Communications, VP of International Business Development, and
Corporate Secretary. She retired from day-today operations in 2008 after 16 years
with Cox Industries.
Vickie currently serves on SIBF’s executive board as well as on the board of SIBF’s
philanthropic arm, Global Network Foundation (GNF). She previously served as a
facilitator for CELA. She also serves on the executive board for Children Come First,
an advocacy group for foster children and was previously a member of the Richland
County Foster Care Review Board from 2004-2008, continuing to participate in its
monthly Child Care Program by providing activities and meals for children while
their foster and adoptive parents attend training.
Vickie is a graduate of Leadership SC, Class of 2001, and a sustaining member of the
Junior Service League of Orangeburg, SC. She graduated from the University of South
Carolina with a BA in Interdisciplinary Studies. She has two sons, Brian and
Matthew, and is married to Pete Neighbour, a professional jazz musician from
London, England. She enjoys travel, tennis, reading/learning; and her black
miniature Schnauzer, Abby.
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YASMIN WALJI
Health Care Educationist
Houston, Texas USA
waljiy@yahoo.com

Yasmin is a Health Care Educationist, having served with the Aga Khan Development
Network (AKDN) in Afghanistan (2010 - 2013), Syria (2008 - 2010) and Pakistan
(2002 - 2004) with the primary responsibilities as an English as a Second Language
(ESL) Teacher, Medical Terminology, Research & Writing Instructor, Critical
Thinking Skills Development Facilitator and Leadership and Management Change
Agent in both academic and hospital environments.
Yasmin is a qualified nurse in the U.S and U.K as well as a midwife in the U.K. with
over 12 years of experience in Newborn Intensive Care, Pediatric, Obstetrics &
Gynecology, Chemotherapy as well as an Operating Room Scrub Nurse and a Life
Flight Helicopter Emergency Nurse.
She received a State Registered Nurse (SRN) Diploma from Torbay School of Nursing,
Torquay, Devon, U.K, a State Certified Midwife (SCM) and Postgraduate Certificate in
Newborn Intensive and Special Care (NICU) from Royal Devon and Exeter Hospital,
Heavitree, Exeter, Devon, U.K., as well as a Registered Nurse (RN) License from the
Texas Board of Nursing, Austin, Texas, U.S. She is currently pursuing a Master's
Degree in Medical Science - Advanced Nursing Studies at the Sheffield University,
Sheffield, U.K.
Additionally, she obtained a Teacher Training Certificate in Teaching English to
Speakers of Other Languages (TESOL) from the Oxford Seminars International Ltd,
Houston, Texas, U.S.
Yasmin has served in several leadership positions with civil society and community
organizations, including as Chairperson of Youth & Sports Board, Principal of
Kindergarten Center and Special Projects Coordinator for international education,
health & cultural programs.
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ZARINA CHEKIRBAEVA
Corporate Affairs Manager, Jerooyaltyn
KYRGYZSTAN
zarinach@gmail.com

Zarina works as a Corporate Affairs Manager at CJSC “JerooyAltyn”, a gold mining
company based in Kyrgyzstan. She is responsible for various tasks including human
resources, community investment programs and public relations, and government
relations. Prior to joining “JerooyAltyn” in June 2008, Zarina worked as a Public
Outreach and Alumni Coordinator at the Public Affairs Section of the US Embassy in
the Kyrgyz Republic and was responsible for the Ambassador’s public outreach
events, promoting exchange programs, and managing alumni grants of USG-funded
exchange programs. For several years Zarina worked as a Civic Programming
Training Coordinator at the National Democratic Institute for International Affairs
(NDI) where among other things she developed and implemented civic programs
including country-wide election monitoring activities, designed and conducted
advocacy trainings for NDI civic partners, and organized and prepared activists for
parliamentary public hearings.
Zarina holds a BA in Business Administration from American University of Central
Asia (AUCA, 2002) and a MA in Public Administration from the University of Hawaii
at Manoa (2006) where she had a full scholarship from the Asian Development Bank.
She also received a Freeman Foundation Fellowship to participate in the graduate
Asia Pacific Leadership Program at the East-West Center in Hawaii (2006). She is an
active member of the AUCA Alumni Council and one of the founders of April Relief
Fund, established in 2010 to help the victims of tragic events in Kyrgyzstan. Her
interests include basketball, travelling, reading inspirational books, and (lately)
yoga.
Zarina is a native of Kyrgyzstan and an alumna of CELA 9.
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GUESTS

ADAM SMITH ALBION
Director Emeritus, CELA
Director Emeritus, MELA
asalbion@yahoo.com

Adam served as Director of CELA from its foundation in 2002 until the beginning of
2010. He remains actively involved in CELA and in MELA (Middle East Leadership
Academy) - CELA’s sister program, covering the countries of the Arab Gulf, the
Levant and Egypt. Adam spent 6 years as a Fellow of the Institute of Current World
Affairs studying and writing about the Black Sea area and Central Eurasia. He
subsequently covered the region for Radio Free Europe/ Radio Liberty (RFE/RL) as
its Central Asia Analyst. He worked at the EastWest Institute (EWI), an international
think-tank with offices in New York, Brussels and Moscow, for four years.
Adam was educated at Harvard University and Oxford University (Christ Church).
He is a member of the advisory board of the Museum of Islamic Art (Pergamon
Museum) in Berlin, the Sarre Club, named after the German archeologist who was
its first director, and a member of the Volkmantreffen, the annual congress of
premier collectors and scholars of Islamic art and textiles from Europe and the
United States.

DAVID SOUMBADZE
Director – Rumsfeld Fellowship Program at the Central
Asia-Caucasus Institute of the School of Advanced
International Studies
Johns Hopkins University
Washington, D.C. USA
dsoumbadze@yahoo.com
David Soumbadze is the Director of the Rumsfeld Fellowship Program at the Central
Asia-Caucasus Institute of the School of Advanced International Studies (SAIS) at
Johns Hopkins University since 2008. He holds BA and MA in Economic, Political and
Social Geography from Ivane Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University, Georgia (1982)
and Master's Degree in International Policy and Practice from the George
Washington University’s Elliott School of International Affairs (2008).
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From 1994 to 2006 David Soumbadze worked for the Embassy of Georgia in the USA,
Canada and Mexico as a Minister and Deputy Chief of Mission in charge of political
and security affairs. Twice (2002 and 2006) he also served as a Charge d’Affaires of
Georgia in the United States. Prior to coming to Washington David Soumbadze
worked as an adviser in the office of the National Security Adviser to the President of
Georgia (1992-1994) and as a Deputy Head of NATO and Disarmament Department
in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Georgia (1992). He also served as an Executive
Secretary of the State Commission on Georgia’s Participation in NATO Partnership
for Peace Program (1993-1994). From 1982 to 1991 David Soumbadze was a
Deputy Head of the System Analysis Department at the Institute of Information and
Management in Tbilisi, Georgia. He has a diplomatic rank of Envoy Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary.

JOEL COWAN
Professor
Georgia Institute of Technology
Atlanta, Georgia USA
Joel.Cowan@ile.gatech.edu

Joel currently teaches courses for the Georgia Tech MBA program based on his
extensive experience in real estate development, corporate finance and civic
service. As an active director of EWI, an international think tank based in New York
City, and a long-time member of the Society of International Business Fellows, Joel is
a co-founder and ongoing supporter of the CELA program.
Joel founded Peachtree City, a new town located just south of Atlanta, and served as
its first Mayor in 1959. He was also the chief executive of its development company
through 1976. Peachtree City is widely known for its innovative lifestyle features,
such as 60 miles of paved cart paths, 20% open space, and an effectively
administered sign and land-use ordinance. Joel has also been involved in such
projects as Phipps Plaza, Snapfinger Woods and Palmetto Dunes in addition to
Peachtree City.
Joel owns Habersham & Cowan, Inc. an investment/holding company based in
Atlanta. Since 1983, he has been active in international finance, principally in the CIS
countries and China. He was previously chairman and principal owner of Fayette
State Bank from 1965-1984 and of Habersham Federal Savings Bank from 19841989. He was a director of numerous other companies, including World Airways,
Inc., Continental Airlines, Inc. (NYSE), IRT Property Company (NYSE) and Interstate
General Company (ASE).
Joel has served in numerous civic and unpaid government positions, including as an
at-large member of the Georgia Board of Regents and vice chairman of the Georgia
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Chamber of Commerce and the Georgia Conservancy. He was Governor Harris'
campaign chairman in his two elections and served as Honorary Chief of Staff
throughout his terms. He was chairman of the Dept. of Community Affairs and
chaired the Growth Strategies Commission. In 1999 Joel was appointed by Governor
Roy Barnes as Chairman of both the Georgia Regional Transportation Authority and
the Governor's Development Council.
Joel grew up in Cartersville, Georgia, graduating from Georgia Tech in 1958. He and
his wife, Geri, have lived in Peachtree City since 1959. They have three grown
children and five grandchildren.

MAKRITA AVJYAN
Chairwoman of the CELA Board
Yerevan, Armenia
mak_jan@yahoo.com

Makrita majored in Political Science and International Relations at the American
University of Armenia, with an MA in Public Administration. Her educational
background is in English Literature and Grammar, from Anania Shirakatsi University.
She has also studied the Russian Language and Philology at Yerevan State University.
Currently Makrita is a freelance consultant in Project Management and Monitoring &
Evaluation, as well as the Training and M&E Expert for VISTAA Consultancy.
In 2007-2011 Makrita was involved in the MCA-Armenia Water-to-Market Activity,
implemented by ACDI/VOCA, Mott Macdonald and the VISTAA consortium. She held
the position of Training Adviser and M&E Expert.
Makrita is also interested in education administration and has participated in a
number of local and international seminars, workshops and development projects in
adult education and administration, the most recent being one organized by
Cambridge Education in Cambridge, UK.
Makrita started teaching at Anania Shirakatsi University as a lecturer of English
Grammar and Area Study. After 5 years of teaching, she worked in translation and
interpretation, including two years as Project Translator/Assistant for ARCADIS
Euroconsult, IESC, World Learning and other World Bank and UN projects.
She then obtained the position of Senior Program Officer for the International
Research and Education Board (IREX), under the US State Department and devoted 5
years to that organization, managing a number of educational exchange programs
(Undergraduate Exchange, Edmund S. Muskie, RSEP, CI), Alumni Small Grants
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programs, as well as working intensively with the Alumni network. She also
managed the CBT (Computer Based Testing Office), which was contracted to IREX.
Makrita is fluent in Armenian, English and Russian and has some knowledge of
French, which was her second language at the University. Makrita also consults for a
number of Educational and Environmental Projects implemented by VISTAA Plus,
Ltd.
Makrita is a native of Armenia and an alumna of CELA 6.

47

STAFF

MUZAFFAR ATAMIRZAEV
CELA Network Senior Manager
atamirzaev@gmail.com

Muzaffar has been a core CELA staff member since 2008 and CELA Network Senior
Manager since 2011. For the previous seven years, he worked in the microfinance
field of Uzbekistan, most recently as microfinance development adviser for the
UNDP/Support to Reform Process in Uzbekistan. Earlier, Muzaffar worked on
various microfinance programs of international NGOs, and as a member of the
Committee for Coordinating Humanitarian Assistance within the Cabinet of Ministers
of the Republic of Uzbekistan.
Muzaffar obtained his MA in Economics from Plekhanov Russian Academy of
Economics in Moscow and BA in Economics & Management from the Tashkent
Transport Engineering Institute, coupled with research at the World Bank Institute
in Washington DC. In 2005, he studied credit to micro and small enterprises at
Arizona State University on a Cochran Fellowship.
Muzaffar is a native of Uzbekistan and an alumnus of CELA 6.

ABIGAIL WILSON
Dallas, Texas
abigail_wilson@baylor.edu

Abigail graduated from Bishop Lynch High School in Dallas, Texas in 2011. She
currently attends Baylor University, where she is majoring in International Studies
and minoring in Business Administration. She is an active member of the Delta Delta
Delta sorority, where she has served on the fundraising committee for their
philanthropy, St. Jude Childrens Research Hospital, and where she currently serves
as their Collegiate/Alumnae Relations Chair. In addition, she plans on joining
Baylor’s Model UN team in the fall. In terms of career aspirations, Abigail’s dream is
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to work within the context of various cultures and countries to revolutionize the way
children are being educated in schools, and to make the quality of that education
equal and available to everyone, no matter their economic situation.

JOHN HOFFMAN
Atlanta, Georgia USA
johnhoff@wharton.upenn.edu

John grew up in Atlanta, GA and is currently a rising sophomore at the Wharton
School at the University of Pennsylvania, where he is pursuing a B.S. Degree in
Economics with concentration in Management and Finance. He is a member of the
Real Estate Club at Wharton and will be a teaching assistant for freshmen in the
Management 100 course this upcoming year. He is a founding member of the
Cambridge Circle, a program for young leaders founded through SIBF, and currently
serves as its vice-chairman. John is a big soccer, tennis, and (above all else) croquet
player! John loves to travel and work with different people from different cultures.
He is very excited to be a part of this program!

MERCEDEZ SPEARS
Dallas, Texas
mercspears@aol.com

Mercedez graduated from Parish Episcopal School in Dallas in May, 2012. She has
long dedicated her time to observing and interning in various veterinary clinics,
learning hands-on preparatory procedures for animals going into surgery.
Currently she is attending Richland Community College of Dallas, Texas,
participating in a transfer program with A&M University where she plans to
complete her undergraduate work majoring in Animal Science and studying preveterinary medicine. Later she plans to apply to graduate school in which she will
achieve her doctorate as a world-class vet. Mercedez has loved creatures of all kinds
since she was a child. Within the first year or so in her career she intends to travel
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the world learning about animals in their natural habitats and studying their
behavior. Mercedez also has many ideas about business and wants to create a
company that will benefit those in need, something philanthropic and profitable. Her
mind is open to the future and many aspirations of new adventure.

ZARA JANIBEKYAN
CELA Fundraising & Communication Manager
zarajanibekyan@gmail.com

Zara joined the CELA staff as the Fundraising & Communication Manager in June
2011. Zara graduated from the State Medical University in Yerevan with a specialty
in pediatrics before earning a Master's in Public Health from the American
University of Armenia. She furthered her education in Atlanta, Georgia and
Baltimore, Maryland in the US and later at the University of Sussex in the UK.
Since 1997, she has been working at the Jinishian Memorial Foundation as a Health
Program Coordinator. In this capacity, she conceived of and undertook the challenge
of rebuilding the Armenian rural health system.
In 2000, Zara founded the Open Medical Club (OMC), a Non-Governmental
Organization in Armenia. The mission of OMC is to have healthy communities and
high quality health care services in Armenia. Its main project, among many, is the
“Breast Cancer prevention and Early Detection in Armenia” project implemented
from 2007 to 2010.
Zara is a native of Armenia and an alumna of CELA 5.
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